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Figure 1.1  Number of individuals living with HIV, regional data for 2013
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SOURCE: UNAIDS 2014. 

NOTE: The total number of HIV infections is 35 million. HIV infection data for the Caribbean (250,000) and Middle East and North 
Africa (230,000) are not reported in the figure.

Globalization, defined as the process of increasing transborder connectedness 
(Hytrek and Zentgraf 2007)—whether economically, politically, environmentally, 
or socially—poses new challenges and opportunities for understanding and solving 
social problems. We cannot understand the nature of social problems by simply tak-
ing a national or local perspective. Taking a global perspective allows us to look at 
the interrelations between countries and their social problems (Heiner 2002). We are 
not the only country to experience social problems. Knowledge based on research 
to understand and policies to address social problems here could be applied in other 
countries, and what other countries have learned based on their social problems 
could be applied in the United States. Finally, we all need a little help from our neigh-
bors—we can increase our connectedness and goodwill with other countries through 
implementing solutions collaboratively rather than alone. So what do you think? Is 
HIV/AIDS in South Africa a problem only for South Africans, or is it also a problem 
for those living in the United States?

What Does It Mean to Me?
What would be at the top of your social problems list? Would your list include AIDS? Why 
or why not?

Globalization: 
A process of 
increasing transborder 
connectedness; the 
basis may be economic, 
political, environmental, 
or social

The Origin of AIDS


